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Contact the editor Patricia Hartman for
more information at 760-723-6624 or
email to gems@hitekdesigns.com. Or
write to the editor at PO Box 1390,
Bonsall, CA 92003.
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Regular meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Thursday of each month, except
February (generally the third Thursday) and July and August (no meetings), at 123 W.Alvarado
St. The public is invited to attend our museum located at 123 W. Alvarado. The museum is open
Thurs., Fri., and Sat. 11am to 3pm and during special events in the downtown area or by
appointment. Annual dues are $25 for adults, $20 for each additional adult in the same
household; $6 per child to age 17. The initiation fee is $6 per person. Membership fees must be
submitted along with an application, obtainable from the Society or its web site.
Copyright © 2003 by the Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society, Inc. Except for items that are
specifically copyrighted by their authors, other societies may use material published in
Lithosphere provided proper credit is given and the sense or meaning of the material is not
changed.
Lithosphere is published monthly (except July and August) and is sent to all members of the
Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society as part of their membership.
Exchanges: Free reciprocal exchanges for the bulletins of other gem and mineral societies
are welcomed. Please send all exchange bulletins to the FGMS Office.
Disclaimer: The opinions and conclusions expressed in Lithosphere are those of the authors
and do not necessarily represent those of the Officers, Editor, or members of the Society.
Contributions: Submissions (articles, letters, notes, announcements, photographs, etc.) are
actively solicited from FGMS members. Submissions from non-members may be included at
the discretion of the Editor. Copyrighted material submitted for publication must be
accompanied with a written release from the copyright holder. Original, personally-written
articles will be published with a copyright notice in the author’s name if requested; otherwise
all submissions will be published without individual copyright. No anonymous submissions will
be considered; however, the submitter’s name may be withheld, or a pseudonym used, upon
request. All material is subject to editing. Unless previously arranged, all submissions become
the property of the Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society. Send all submissions to the Editors.
Deadline: The deadline for all submitted material is the 20th of the month prior to
publication. Allow extra time if line drawings or photographs are submitted. Editor: Patricia
Hartman, PO Box 1390, Bonsall, CA 92003. Email address: patricia@hitekdesigns.com
Lithosphere Staff: Garth Bricker. Website: http://www.fgms.org/—Webmaster Patricia
Hartman: Webmaster@fgms.org
Affiliations: California Federation of Mineralogical Societies and the American Federation
of Mineralogical Societies.
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FGMS March 13th
at 7:00pm

The Oceanview Mine
by Jason Stephenson

Jason Stephenson in his new
environment on the Pala grounds.
Photo:(Wimon Manorotkul)

Jason Stephenson joined the Pala team
in October of 2006. His path in the gem
and mineral world began with a Bachelors
of Science degree in Geology from the
University of Idaho in 1999. He then
earned his Graduate Gemology degree
from the Gemological Institute of America
in 2000 and quickly became involved in
the gem trade.
Jason has worked on the wholesale and
retail side of the business, and has been
involved with the buying and selling of
jewelry,
gemstones,
and
mineral
specimens.
At Pala, along with sales, Jason has
been contributing to the growth of
information on Palagems.com, by
researching and writing about the ever
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changing landscape of gem materials. A
full biography of Jason can be read
Jason’s curiosity in rocks and minerals
expanded when he moved to Idaho at the
age of 14. The “gem state” quickly began
to entice his exploratory nature.
Mountaineering and gem collecting started
Jason’s thinking about geological
formations and the treasures held within. It
was an obvious transition to study geology
at the University of Idaho. Jason enrolled
in the fall of 1995 and started in on the
curriculum with emphasis on mining and
mineralogy. His classroom work was
supplemented by a lot of field work, which
took him all over the northwest. Building
his mineral collection along the way Jason
found garnets, fluorite, smoky quartz,
malachite, opal, geodes, and a variety of
agates including moss and plume.
In the three and a half years at the
University, Jason paid his way through by
playing varsity golf for the Idaho Vandals.
During his junior year Jason took a break
from golf and decided to do an exchange
program in Europe. To stay on course and
diversify his geological skills Jason moved
to northern Sweden where he was versed
in the intricacies of heavy metal mining at
Leleå University. Then he traveled south
to the University of Reading, in England,
where he focused more on sedimentary
geology and costal processes. During one
of his field trips he was able to collect
some fine bivalve and gastropod fossils.
After college Jason began to search for
careers related to gemstones, he then found
out about the Gemological Institute of
America and enrolled in the fall of 2000.
While studying at the GIA Jason gained
some practical skills by working retail at
Gems of La Costa after school. He also met
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Edward Boehm and with him began some
side projects related to the wholesale side
of the market. Jason continued to work for
both establishments after he completed the
Graduate Gemology degree. With a desire
to dive into all aspects of the gem and
jewelry business Jason moved to Los
Angeles and began work with a colored
stone dealer/jewelry manufacturer. While
at this company Jason was involved with
buying and selling cut and rough
gemstones. Traveling all over the country
working and managing trade shows Jason
honed his skills in customer relations and
jewelry design. Beyond that Jason traveled
aboard cruise ships where he arranged
jewelry trunk shows and lectures on
gemstones of the world. His work aboard
Crystal Cruises took him through Asia,
South America, the Caribbean Sea,
Southern Africa, and the Mediterranean
Sea. [back to top]

The refreshments for this
month will be donated by
Chris Toft and Fuen Lopez.

SUMMARY OF THE
FEBRUARY 2, 2008
FGMS BOARD
MEETING
Treasurer Vanessa Jones presented
2007’s final financial statement, reflecting
total income of $98,536.00, total expenses
of $75,718.57, and a profit of $22,817.43.
The largest single income item was
museum/gift shop sales, $14,143.00 and
the largest single expense item was legal
expenses, $8,637.00, due to the threat of

litigation. A proposed budget for 2008
was approved by the Board. It projects
income of $80,150.00, with expenses
projected at $79,615.00. The January
2008 Profit & Loss statement showed a
loss of $617.68, due to the annual payment
of FGMS’s group insurance premium of
$1,110.00. The Treasurer informed the
Board that the 2007-08 TOT allocation has
an unused balance of $977.44 that could
possibly be used for display cases for the
San Diego County Fair booth.
Reviewing FGMS’s current available
cash resources and FGMS’s mortgage, a
discussion was held as how best to allocate
funds. The Board unanimously approved
to pay down the mortgage by $50,000.
The current mortgage scheduled to be
renegotiated on March 1st.
Capital Campaign I, Phase II has now
been closed and President Gina Palculich
informed the Board that it started in March
2002 with the specific purpose of paying
down the mortgage. It had 5 contribution
levels ($10,000, $5,000, $2,500, $1,000
and $100 down) and raised a total of
$60,000. One donor, Liz Yamaguchi’s
late sister, Jane Peters, contributed over
$20,000 prior to her death. The Board
unanimously approved to recognize Jane
Peters by adding a category to be named
“Benefactor” and approved funding for the
purchase of a plaque to recognize all the
donors of this campaign.
FGMS Attorney, John Crawford, was
invited to attend the meeting to address the
“threat of litigation”. He stated that no
lawsuit has been filed against FGMS,
however, no letter has been received from
Attorney Victor Rameriz (representing
David La Marr, Cal Graeber, Pete
Bancroft and Anne Ondraka) rescinding
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the threat. Regarding the complaint filed
by Attorney Ramirez with the California
Attorney General, Attorney Crawford said
that no response has been received from
the AG’s office.
(Note:
Attorney
Crawford previously submitted a response
to the Attorney General’s inquiry
regarding this complaint.)
Attorney John Crawford also engaged
in a question and answer session with the
assembled Board members on the status,
structure and content of the current FGMS
bylaws.
Director of Facilities, Erich Kern,
submitted a report on all building facility
efforts completed in January.
Bill
Hollingsworth volunteered to have the
weeds on the vacant lot mowed.
Director of Education, Elizabeth
Cheathem, submitted a 2007 year-end
educational report. She reported on the
current status of museum/gift shop
volunteers for 2008.
Director of Development, Don Parsley,
reported on the FGMS/FCDC meeting of
February 1st, stating that they are working
on a plan and schedule for a small building
for a visitor’s center and public restrooms.
Janice Bricker announced that FGMS
will hold its spring rummage sale on
Saturday, March 29th in the Meeting
Room.
Director of Member Services, Janice
Bricker, submitted a 2007 year-end
membership report.
Gina Palculich
announced that a field trip to the Bowers
Museum in Santa Ana is planned for
Saturday, March 15th.
Matt Boeck
reported plans for field trips to the
Himalaya and Cryo Genie Mines. In April
there will be a 2-day field trip to Lost
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Valley. He’s planning 6 field trips for
2008.
Museum Curator, Garth Bricker,
discussed getting ready for the annual
Tucson Gem & Mineral Society Show.
He’s been asked to speak about his 30
years mining the Red Cloud Mine in
Arizona. He’ll also be displaying his
personal Red Cloud Mine wulfenite and
collected mining artifacts.
Erich Kern was appointed to serve on
the Bylaws Committee.
According to a new law, agendas must
be posted 4 days prior to Board of
Directors meetings.
Vanessa Jones was appointed
Chairman of the San Diego County Fair
Committee. The Management of the San
Diego County Fair has authorized FGMS
and the Volunteers for Minerals to share a
booth at the Fair. A draft agreement
between the two non-profits regarding the
booth’s financials was presented to the
Board by the Treasurer.

BOWERS MUSEUM
FIELD TRIP
On Saturday, March 15th, a field trip is
scheduled to the Bowers Museum in Santa
Ana. We will be meeting in the parking lot
at 9:00 am. Our tour will be at 1:00pm if
anyone wants to meet us up there.
Tickets are $19.00, Seniors $14.00.
A docent group tour has been arranged
exclusively for FGMS at 1:00 pm to view
The Michael Scott Collection exhibit,
GEMS! Colors of Light and Stone. Mr.
Scott is the retired former president of
Apple Computer. This collection is touted
as the most important private gem
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collection in the United States, with few
rivals in the world outside of the royal
families. Dr. Peter Keller, president of
Bowers Museum, a geologist and
gemologist who curates the exhibit, has
said, “GEMS! Colors of Light and Stone is
the most important exhibition of colored
gemstones, diamonds and gems as art ever
shown in a U.S. museum.” The exhibit
includes most of the major gem species in
every color and variety known, as well as
very rare examples of little known color
varieties such as green tanzanite and
Paraiba tourmalines. It also includes cut
collector stones, antique jewelry from the
mid-19th to early 20th centuries, and
spectacular gem carvings by renowned
artists.
The Bowers Museum opens at 10:00
am and closes at 4:00 p.m. Those FGMS
members interested in car pooling will
meet in the parking lot across from the
FGMS building at 9:00 am. Arriving prior
to the docent tour will allow members to
tour the museum’s other exhibits and also
have lunch. The Tangata restaurant is
located in the museum’s courtyard. Cost
of admission is $19.00, $14.00 (seniors,
62+), with free parking.
Museum etiquette prohibits backpacks,
parcels, large bags, umbrellas and
briefcases inside the museum. Cameras
are not allowed in the exhibit areas and
food and beverages are prohibited inside
the museum galleries.
For further
information
see
the
web
site,
www.bowers.org. The Bowers Museum is
located at 2002 North Main Street, Santa
Ana, CA, Phone (714)567-3600. To sign
up for the tour, please call the FGMS
Office at (760)728-1130 and also indicate
if you’d be available to drive.
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(M) Janice Bricker (S)Erich Kern that it be recommended to the
membership that the current Bylaws, adopted January 1, 2007 and amended
November 8, 2007, be repealed because they were not approved by legal
counsel and that the Bylaws of October 12, 2000 and amended October 31,
2002, be adopted. The motion passed unanimously.
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In Memory (Continued)
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Garth's World
Garth Bricker, FGMS Member and Museum Curator
March 2008

This is the
outline of a talk
on the Red Cloud
mine

around

two o’clock, Sat.
the 16th at the
Convention
Canter
Tucson

at

the
2008

show continued
from

the

February Issue.

25 This is near the bottom at 500 feet
and the water table is just under the floor.
It goes farther but not a lot farther. Bats fly
over this opening so drinking the water is
not advisable. Very few have ever seen
this because every step you take creates a
dust slide and the whole decline is filled
with brown dust for a long ways down.
One step makes 20 feet of sliding dust.
26 The fellow on the left was my 5th
grade student in Fallbrook years ago. It
was very hot and humid down there and
my camera lens kept fogging up until the
camera warmed up other wise there would
have been no pictures. This was some kind
of a workroom with an electrical cord and
a single bulb. They are holding a 1920’s
drill that is still down there.

23 On down the mine to the forest of
timbers holding up the ceiling. This is
steep and you have to hold onto the tree
sections to keep your balance. There are
little pieces of paper on the supports that
were put there during WWII showing the
amount of strategic metals for that section
of he mine. These are assay papers nailed
27 The ore 1880s miners were looking
to the posts somewhere between 1940 to for was lead and silver. This is near the
1945.
bottom.
24 Down at the 300 foot level I came
across two lights ahead of me that were
fairly close together. If they had been
twice as far apart I would have beat a hasty
retreat for that would have been a
mountain lion. My carbide lamp was
reflecting back from a ringed tailed cat’s
eyes. The ring tailed cat wanted to get
away but was trapped by this much larger
animal, Me. He was at the end of the
crosscut going north. A couple of more
steps and I could have reached out and
petted it and not just taken his photograph.

28 This is a very wide fault break that
let the very hot fluid mineral material rise
toward the surface carrying lead, silver,
and the constituents of cerrusite, mimetite,
plattnerite, fluorite, quartz and other
minerals. I never found a new mineral at
the Red Cloud in micro size. or any size.
29 A mine adit uncovered by Wayne’s
miners as they dug down with the
excavator. Quite a number of these were
opened up letting us retrieve objects left
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for 90 to 100 years and were still in good the Rowley and gave it their blessing. The
condition like magazines and a child’s doll Red Cloud find added wulfenite crystals
that Doug Hott retrieved for me.
with it. Maybe it will happen again now
that the Rowley miners are entering the
30 A family and friends portrait of same area. This is a first for the Red Cloud
Fallbrook diggers. The iron in the dust and known only to George and myself
never came out of your underwear and until now.
wore out of the pores in your hands in
34 This is called the feather after the
about two weeks.
Indians that lived in the area when the
31
The excavator during Waynes mine was first worked. There are other
occupation dug down at the north end of wulfenite matrix pieces all from the same
the dike and came up with uncounted spot that Dave Shannon tried to find more
buckets of crushed rock. This is not but didn’t. At that time Dave said that he
natural for mining rubble and is the first always found better material than the
step in crushing the ore for melting in the person just before him.
smelter. This information is a first for the
35 A diggers paradise.
Red Cloud mine and predates the smelter
at Norton’s Landing on the Colorado River
and could only have been discovered by
excavating the dike area. Thanks Wayne.

Getting Minerals ready for sale at FGMS headquarters.

32 Dave and Mike Shannon going in
after I dug out the 1990 poster wulfenite
and the other wulfenites on quartz that are
down stairs. There was nothing left.
33
Copper minerals are almost
nonexistent at the Red Cloud. I just didn’t
see any but two times in my approximately
35 years at the Red Cloud. George Godas
found a small area of copper minerals and I
found two small areas. My last one was
exposed by the excavator near the north
end near where the entrance used to be.
There
was
fornacite,
celestine,
chlorargyrite and the caledonite was being
replaced by diaboleite as a pseudomorph.
This was very unusual. This occurred to
me only once before at the Rowley mine
and never to my knowledge anywhere
else. The Smithsonian checked it out from
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Announcements

endeavors, contact
business hours.

New Member
Charles H. Schultz
43933 Northgate Ave.
Temecula, CA 92592
(951)-676-7013

Rummage Sale:
March 29th will be another rummage
sale. Please save your stuff and bring to the
museum Tues. through Fri. of that week.
PLEASE bring your things clean, no
broken items. Bring clean donations to the
museum anytime after 10:00 AM Tuesday
March 25th. Thank you!

Dues
Dues are due by March 1st, Single
$25.00 and couple $45.00, child $6.00.

Volunteers for Minerals

information

and

ADVERTISE!!
Are you “in the trade”? Do you know
that the Lithosphere is sent across the
entire U.S.and is read by multitudes?
Expose your business to these readers by
advertising! The readership really doesn’t
know what you do until you advertise, so
here’s a great opportunity to reach new
customers. Whether you submit your
business card or a special event ad, the
Lithosphere will get the word out! See the
inside front page for the Lithosphere’s
very reasonable rates.
Contact the
Vanessa Jones for more information at
(760) 728-2339
or sdvanjones@aol.com.

BUILDING FUND
PROGRESS REPORT

A big "Thank You!" to the Volunteers
for Minerals for their recent mineral and
It was decided at the last board
fossil donations. We've been busy getting meeting to pay down the mortgage by
them ready for sale as you can see from the $50,000 so make sure to check out the
picture.
thermometer at the next club meeting to
see how much closer we're getting to our
goal.
REFERRALS WANTED!
Attention FGMS members in the trade!
Do you provide services to the public such
Volunteer Hours for
as faceting, appraisals, lapidary, make or
February = 353
repair jewelry or teach classes? If you’re
interested in receiving referrals, the
Museum Gift Shop is compiling a list to
assist visitors who come in with these
inquiries. We would like to refer the
public to FGMS members, but only with
your permission. Please contact Elizabeth
Cheathem
at
(760)731-0436
or
ejcheathem@aol.com with your business
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